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By compromise of the Senate and House on $250 Million More Voted 
the last day of the 84th Congress, July 27, the For College Housing Loans 


Housing Act of 1956 was passed in a form which 
provides an increase in the funds for college housing to $750 million. 

The present interest rate formula, based on the average rate paid by the 
government on all its obligations, plus 1/4 of one per cent for administration 
continues in effect. It will be remembered, however, (see this Bulletin, Vol. 5, 
No. 14) that the Senate on May 24 defeated by only one vote, 41-40, an Admini- 
stration effort to change the interest rate formula to one based on what the 
government pays cn its obligations extending more than 15 years, a revision 
which, it was estimated, would have increased the rate by 3/8 of one per cent. 

Even under the present formula, an increase in the rate from 2-3/4 to 
2-7/8 per cent has been announced by Albert M. Cole, Administrator of the 
Housing and Home Finance Agency. The new rate applies to all loans for which 
reservations of funds are made after July 1, 1956. 

Since the inception of the program in 1950 to July 1, 1956, 320 loans 
have been made totalling $241 million. Another 205 projects have been com- 
mitted with reservations of funds amounting to $175 million, leaving approxi- 
mately $84 million available out of the $500 million authorization. 

The higher interest rate will apply to all loans to be made from the $84 
million uncommitted and to other loans which may be made from the additional 
$250 million now authorized. The 2-7/8 percent rate will continue in effect 
for the 1957 fiscal year and as long thereafter as the Treasury average remains 
at or near its present rate. 

Commenting on operations during the 1956 fiscal year, Commissioner John 
C. Hazeltine of the Community Facilities Administration, who administers the 
program, pointed out that 120 loans had been approved during the year as compared 
with a total of 200 for the previous four years of the program. "We are rapidly 
cutting down the backlog," he said, "and hope to be on a current basis within 
a few months." Appropriations for his agency by the 84th Congress have made 
possible greater effectiveness in the administration of the program. 


By a series of rapid and somewhat confused Congress Votes $150,000 
actions during the final weeks of the second For President's Committee 


session, the Eighty-fourth Congress approved the 

authorization for the President's Committee on Education Beyond the High School 
and, at the last minute, voted $150,000 for its administration and expenses. 
The President had requested $300,000 for committee expenses and $800,000 in 
grants to states. (See this Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 17.) 

In accordance with the resolution passed by the Council's Committee on 
Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Government at its meeting on 
June 15, testimony in support of the President's Committee was presented on 
July 12 before the Special Subcommittee to Consider H.R. 11745, 11746, and 117,60 
of the House Committee on Education and Labor. 
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member organizations, President Walter E. Hager of the District of Columbia 
Teachers College emphasized the increasing demands being made upon the nation's 
colleges and universities and stated in part: 


Two basic courses of action are called for as we move to meet these 
challenges: (1) a program to inform the American people as a whole 
of the scope and significance of the impending crisis, and (2) accelerated 
programs of practical planning in the several states. The President's 


Representing the American Council on Education, as well as five constituent 


Committee on Education Beyond the High School, in its preliminary thinking, 
has recognized these basic needs. The organizations which I represent 
are therefore strongly convinced that the Committee's work should have 
firm support and adequate financing from the Congress. 
The only other scheduled witnesses were two officials of the Department of 
Health,Education and Welfare. 
On July 13, the Subcommittee favorably reported H.R. 11745, as amended to 
include authorization for the Committee's expenses, to the full Committee. The 
same day Representative Elliott (Alabama) and Senator Smith (New Jersey) intro- 
duced simultaneously in the House and Senate, respectively, new bills H.R. 12237 
and S. 4211. In so doing, Senator Smith explained: 
| It has become necessary to add a new section...authorizing the 
appropriation of funds for the expenses of the President's Committee ' 
on Education Beyond the High School. Therefore,... I introduce, for 
appropriate reference, a new bill, which includes both the provisions 
] of the (former bill) and the new authorization for the President's 
Committee. ‘ 
On July 23, H.R. 12237 was passed by the House and sent to the Senate, where 
it was cleared for the President on July 25. When it was signed by the President 
on July 26, this enabling bill became P.L. 813. 
In the meantime, the final House appropriation bill contained no provision 
for the implementation of this legislation; however, on July 25, the Senate adopted 
Senator Bridges' amendment to H.R. 12350, thesecond supplemental appropriations 
bill for fiscal 1957, providing $300,000 for the administration and expenses of 
the President's Committee. In conference, this amount was reduced to $150,000, 
which was finally approved by both Houses. The President's signature is expected 
momentarily. 


Although only $150,000 is available, at least until the Congress reconvenes 
next January and can reconsider the matter, no change has been made in the tempo 
of the immediate program, calling for four subcommittee meetings before September 


15, or in the overall approach, calling for six regional conferences next winter 
and spring. 


Statement to Committee A report of the Council's Constituent Member 
Published by Council Meeting on March 20, including the statement un- 
animously approved for presentation to the 
President's Committee on Education Beyond the High School, complete texts of the 
: major addresses and a considerable number of excerpts from the discussion, has 
been published by the Council in a book of 125 pages, entitled, "The Strength to 
Meet Our National Need." The program of the meeting and text of the general 
statement were published in this Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 8. 
Free copies have been mailed to the secretaries of Constituent Member 
Organizations and to the heads of Institutional Members of the Council, as well 
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as to members of the President's Committee. Additional copies may be obtained 
from the Council's Publication Division at $1.50 each. 


The Advertising Council has agreed to conduct Advertising Council Plans 
a nation-wide campaign in the mass media for the Higher Education Campaign 
purpose of increasing public interest in, and support 
of, American higher education, both private and tax-supported. The announcement 
was made on July 20 by Frank W. Abrams, chairman of the executive committee of 
the Council for Financial Aid to Education, which will sponsor the campaign. 

The campaign, expected to start in early 1957, will utilize the volunteer 
services and facilities contributed by advertising agencies, communications indus- 
tries, and national advertisers, it was explained by Theodore S. Repplier, Presi- 
dent of The Advertising Council. 

In his announcement of the campaign, Mr. Abrams stated: "The strength of 
our universities and colleges rests to a large degree in their financial security. 
But before adequate financing can be assured, the individual citizen must become 
more fully aware of his stake in the American system of higher education." 

Mr. Repplier told how The Advertising Council, a non-profit organization 
founded and supported by American business, coordinates the volunteer services 
and facilities of the commercial advertising world in public service advertising 
campaigns to inform United States citizens, through the mass media, how they 
can help with important national problems such as traffic safety, fire prevention, 
and overcrowded schools. ; 

"For some years we have been assisting in the job of awakening America to 
the need to expand its public schools, due to the high World War II birth rate," 
Mr. Repplier said. "We have tried to play the role of a multiple Paul Revere, 
riding through the countryside via air waves and the printed word, and warning 
school boards and citizenry that the moppets were coming. Now we hope to extend 
Paul Revere's ride from the school yards to the college campuses.” 


, Methods of informing retired military personnel Retired Army Personnel 
of available opportunities in institutions of higher to be Told of Openings 
learning were discussed in Volume V, No. 17 of this 

bed Bulletin. Information received up to that time included offers of cooperation 

by The Retired Officer, the Department of the Navy, and the Department of the 

Air Force. Subsequently, the Council has been informed that the Department of 

the Army would also like to receive information from the colleges and universities 

concerning available positions that might be filled by retired personnel with 

appropriate qualifications. This information will be given maximum publicity 

and disseminated to the Army commanders who maintain liaison with retired person- 

nel residing in their respective areas. Notices of vacancies should be sent to 

the Chief, Retired Activities Unit, Personnel Services Branch, Office of the 

Adjutant General, Department of the Army, Washington 25, D. C. 


"Teaching by Closed-Circuit Television," a Television Conference 
report of the conference held February 26-28, 1956 Reported by Council 
under the co-sponsorship of the Committee on Television 
and the State University of Iowa, has been published by the Council. A brief 
account of the conference was published in the April 4 issue of this Bulletin 
(Vol. V, No. 9). Free copies have been mailed to the secretaries of con- 
stituent member organizations and to the heads of institutional members of the 
Council. Additional copies may be obtained from the Council's Publication 
Division at $1.00 each. 

The Committee on Television hopes that the report will be carefully studied 
and invites proposals for the guidance of the Committee in charting its further 


1 


alte 


work in connection with educational television. Such suggestions are especially 
sought in advance of the next meeting of the Committee, scheduled for early 
October. 


' Educational Competition Fred M. Hechinger, education editor of the 
| With the Russians Decried New York Herald-Tribune, has registered 
vigorous protest against any "frantic 
competitive race" by American education against Russian schools and universities 
in the production of technicians, in the July issue of the Educational Record. 
He argues that while good mechanics, engineers, and jet pilots obviously are 
essential, something better than technicians and specialists is needed if, as 
he believes, "the battle for survival will be won by inventiveness and ingenuity, 
by strength and resilience of the mind." 
Emphasizing the values of general education in his article, "Technical 
Competence Is Not Enough," Hechinger says the United States needs "generally 
educated specialists who know where their efforts will lead and how they fit into 
their communities, into the world, and into history." He tells of a week he 
spent with Russia's Deputy Minister of Education, out of which he gained new 
confidence in the superiority of United States education. 
Other articles in this issue include "Some Facts on College Enrollment 
Trends in the Past Fifteen Years," by Russell L. Thackrey; "Educational Coopera- 
tion, Instrument of National Policy," by Congressman Brooks Hays of Arkansas; 
and "An Approach to the Problem of Providing the Teachers Needed for Increased 
College Enrollment," by Professor Paul R. Gawthrop of Marietta College. 
"The Council at Work section includes a summary of results of the ROTC 
Facilities Questionnaire and a complete list of Council Commissions and Committees. 


ROTC Flight Training H.R. 5738, a bill to authorize flight in- 
Approved by Congress _struction for students in the Army and Air 
Force ROTC, was passed by the House on 

July 21, 1955. The Senate amended this bill to include flight instruction for 
students in the Naval ROTC program as well, and passed it on July 23, 1956. The 
House agreed to the amendments on July 25. This legislation is part of a general 
program for improving the ROTC which has been repeatedly endorsed in recent years 
by the Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal 
Government. 
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